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Essential qualities of
English teachers

Ms. MOK, Wing Chi Kathy
Panel Head of English Department
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more challenging. As long as we are
teachers, we are lifelong learners. With
the advancement of technology, there are
numerous ways to learn English beyond
classroom. It is necessary for a teacher to
be flexible and adaptable in this modern
digital age. Therefore, keep learning and
enhancing our teaching methodologies
play a crucial role in our teaching journey.

Why we teach?

It's rewarding! It is a cliché but true,
especially to English teachers. We always
need to remind ourselves why we choose
this occupation in the first place. Our
mission is to help students unleash their
potential and explore their interests. We
use the classroom to create a positive
and productive learning environment for
youth, we help students to see things from
multiple perspectives and equip them
with knowledge and skills they need in
this increasingly globalized world so they
can explore this world with courage and
confidence.

How we sustain?

We do not only need to sustain our
students’ motivation and interest in English
learning but also need to keep our passion.
The hectic teaching schedule may drain
us. Students may disappoint us from
time to time. Again, we need to remind
ourselves why we choose this career in
the first place. Don't ever lose passion and
stay faithful and hopeful!

How we thrive?

Learning English has never been
easier yet teaching English has become
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Learning English at Café

e

“Peter, nice to meet you again. Hot
chocolate or tea?” a student helper asked.
“Hmm...hot chocolik pleasss!” A fat
dimpled boy replied. Peter is a S1 student
who crosses the border every school day.

Six months ago, Peter knew very
little English. He merely could speak a
few English words. He had made many
attempts to improve his English through
reading pieces of English passage as
well as looking up his dictionary every
day. But sadly all his efforts were still very
ineffective. Moreover, his contribution
in English lessons was definitely not
satisfactory.

One day, | met Peter looking in
the direction of the English Café in
the school playground. He seemed to
be day dreaming at that moment. He
was, suddenly shaken by the hit from
a basketball. Fortunately he didn’t hurt
himself and we did chat for a while.

Mr. YING, Kwok Yu
Teacher in charge of English Café
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That moment, | believe he was craving

something sweet and wished to have a
drink of chocolate.

“Don’t just stand here. Ask for
your own drink even if you don’t feel too
confident. The student helpers are really
helpful. | am sure you will love the Café
then.” Since then, he became a regular
participant. He doesn’t feel shy anymore
and is now brave enough to chat with the
helpers in English, few clear words to start
with.

We believe that English Café,
founded a few years ago, is one of the best
choices for student to gain confidence with
language subconsciously under a stress-
free environment.

“Chocolate or tea?”
A fat dimpled boy replied with a smile,
“Chocolate. One more please!!”
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The Spirit that Goes beyond

Generations

“Dear me,
One day | will make you proud.”

This was what | wrote on the very first
page of my diary when | was in my repeat year
—the year when | finally realised that | could
create my own story.

Thinking that | was above par, | was
actually dull, lackadaisical, and overly confident
during the 6 years before the failure in my first
attempt of the HKDSE. Stunned by how my
“supposedly” good results turned out to be
something painful to watch, | was so confused
that | did not know what to do. Courtesy of my
teachers’ advice, | decided to have another
goal, which has been proved to be the turning
point of my life.

Inspiration from successful stories could
be the catalyst for your own victory — | have
definitely had some from the graduates of this
school. It is their speeches which made me
believe that everything was possible. Having
a similar background to mine, they made their
words even more convincing to me, which was
a morale booster during my audacious journey
to achieve something | was desperate for.

Now, | hope | am doing the same thing.

Honoured to come back as a teacher
(student-teacher, to be accurate) and to write

here, |, as did my inspirers, aim to convey the
message that no one can beat you unless
you give up. You might not be born as Albert
Einstein or Isaac Newton, but you are definitely
different in your own way — who knows if you
would be another Lionel Messi? No matter what
you do, perseverance and assiduity are always
the key to triumph. Just because not everybody
is born with a silver spoon does not mean that
you do not stand a chance.

“Falling down is an accident. Staying
down is a choice.”

The common factor of achievers is that
they never say die. Obstacles are undoubtedly
all over your path and instead of being
sluggish, you should be even more driven.
Not only should it be the spirit of WCBSS, it is
also the core values of Hong Kong. If you think
you are not inherently talented enough to be
Messi, do be as hard-working as Sarah Lee,
who grew up in a challenging background and
bagged Hong Kong's first-ever Olympic medal
in cycling back in 2012 London Olympics. Your
adversity could well be a blessing in disguise
and not stopping to purchase what you dream
of is the only way to pull it off.

Without a number of ups and downs,
your story will not be fascinating. From now on,
start composing your own story and make it a
folklore of the school. Most importantly, MAKE
YOURSELF PROUD.

Mr. CHAN, Shu Fung
Graduate of 2014
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